216

And this my fear, that soon will fall on us a sudden woe and rude.

Accuised ones like Jews without ado take the vezirial seats;

While if a true belicvei peep but through the door, with scorn he's viewed.

How comes it traitors like to these fill all the offices of trust?

Why, is there none among the folk of Islam who is leal to God?

The steel of anarchy hath struck the flint, and all the world's ablaze;

How then shall not the flames seize hold on Iblambol, my master good?

The swoid-fiefs 1 in the basket lie, as shoe-money the great fiefs go; 2

They're wellnigh all the Vezirs1 prey, or the Sultanas,' by my  God.

Now every man doth try by some device to bide away from fight;

For where is one will mount his horse and ride afield foi love of God?

And what may the Sipdhis 3 do with aspers five or ten for pay ?

Of Janissaries wouldst thou speak? What can one tell of them, by God?

The Pashas and the Aghas 'tis who turn the whole world upside down;

'Tis they beyond a doubt who everywheie bring anarchy and feud.

The Master Scribe * and Deflerddr have ta'en them Iblls 5 as their dean;

And doth not he companion them on all the paths of devilhood?

If they neglect one whit of all they learn, 'tis by mistake alone;

GAzazil-like 6 do they exalt the reprobate who know not good.

1  In the Ottoman feudal system a Qilij-Timari or Sword-Fief was a yeoman's
fief  of a  yearly value of 3,000 aspers; a Timar was a fief of a yearly value
gieater  than   this  but  below 20,000 aspers; a Zica"met, one the annual value
of which  was  this   sum  or  upwards.   The  fief-holders weie required to take
the field when called upon, and, in the cases of the Timar and Zrdmet fiefs,
to provide armed horsemen in a fixed proportion to the amount of their income.
The possession of the fiefs was hereditary and involved residence upon them,
thus the holders constituted a true feudal aristocracy. When a fief was lapsed
or  unassigned  it  was said to be cin the basket,' in which case the revenues
were probably often appropriated by some public official.

2  The  name of Bashmaqliq or Shoe-money was given to a fief assigned to
the  mother or  daughter  of a Sultan, the revenues being for her private ex-
penses.  The  poet here  complains  that many of the Zicamets are now given
up for this purpose.

3  The Sipahfs were the horse soldiers.

* Re3fs-ul-Kuttdo or Master of the Scribes was in old times the official title
of the Ottoman Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was also Chief Secretary of
the Chancery, Chief Under-Secretary of State, and Assistant to the Grand
Vezir. He was popularly called the Re3is Efendi. The Defterddr was, as we
know, the Minister of Finance.

8 Iblfs is the personal name of Satan.

0 cAzazil is the original angelic name of Satan, borne by him before his fall.